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The honeycomb filler is an integral part of the spacecraft's sandwich panel. Currently, a honeycomb filler made of 

aluminum alloys is used. The proposed technology makes it possible to replace the honeycomb filler material from alu-

minum alloys with polymer composite materials (PCM).  The main difference between the developed technology for the 

production of honeycomb filler by the RTM method is that corrugated tape is glued during the formation of the composite 

material. This is a separate process in the existing methods for the production of honeycomb cores from PCM. This 

paper presents the results of creating a prototype of a honeycomb filler by the RTM-method, a technological process 

has been developed. 
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Сотовый заполнитель является неотъемлемой частью трехслойных панелей космических аппаратов. 

На данный момент используют сотовый заполнитель из алюминиевых сплавов. Предложенная 

технология позволяет заменить материал сотового заполнителя с алюминиевых сплавов на полимерные 

композиционные материалы (ПКМ). Основное отличие разработанной технологии изготовления 

сотового заполнителя RTM-методом заключается в том, что за период формования композиционного 

материала происходит склейка гофролент. В существующих методах изготовления сотовых 

заполнителей из ПКМ это является отдельным процессом. В данной работе представлены результаты 

создания опытного образца сотового заполнителя RTM-методом, разработан технологический процесс. 
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Introduction 

The three-layer structure (TS) is one of the main power elements of modern spacecraft (SC). TS consists 

of two load-bearing layers, filler, located between the load-bearing layers, and frame elements. Bearing lay-

ers perceive longitudinal loads (tension, compression, shear) in their plane and transverse bending moments. 

The main feature of three-layer structures with a filler is that as a result of the separation of the bearing lay-

ers at a certain distance from each other, a greater ratio of the structure's stiffness to its mass is achieved [1–

6]. 

At the present time, in the elemens of SC honeycomb filler from aluminum alloys are most widely used, 

this is connected with the simplicity of their production and their low cost, but they have disadvantages asso-

ciated with the strength and physicochemical characteristics [7–12]. Also, polymer composite materials 

(PCM) are used as a material for honeycomb fillers. At the present moment, there are several technologies 

for the production of cellular core from PCM: 

1) stretching the glued package - the method consists in gluing dry reinforcing layers, stretching them in a 

technological device to obtain the shape of a honeycomb cell, dipping into a binder, drying and polymeriza-

tion in an oven. This method can be used to produce a large number of honeycomb products, which are 

mainly used in aircraft and helicopter construction. The precision characteristics of this honeycomb fillers 

are not suitable for space technology application; 

2) gluing corrugated sheets - the method consists in making a single or double corrugated strip in a hex-

agonal molding tooling and gluing them together in an oven. This method has low efficiency and requires a 

lot of auxiliary equipment;  

3) the method of volumetric weaving - the method is similar to the method of stretching a glued package 

with the difference that the honeycomb package is formed not by gluing sheets, but by weaving on a Jaccard 

shuttle loom. As a result, the layers are fastened together by interweaving the threads along the lines in a 

checkerboard pattern, depending on the layer [13–15].  

 

Experimental part 

The aim of the work is to develop a process diagram and technology for manufacturing a honeycomb fill-

er from PCM using the RTM (Resin Transfer Molding) method. The RTM method consists in placing a dry 

reinforcing filler in a special sealed mold, the inner surfaces of which repeat the outer surface of the product 

(in the impregnation of the resin filler under pressure), and polymerization in the mold. The RTM method 

has the following advantages in comparison with other methods: the ability to manufacture parts of complex 

shapes; tight dimensional tolerance; mechanical properties are comparable to autoclave molding; high per-

formance. 

A scheme is proposed and a technological process for manufacturing a honeycomb filler from PCM is 

developed (Fig. 1). 

 Reinforcing material 2 (Fig. 2) is cut out according to the size of the product, taking into consideration 

the curvature of the cellular strip. Dry reinforcing material 2 (fiberglass, carbon fiber) is laid on the hexago-

nal surface 1. The first layer of fiber 2 is pressed by rigid hexagonal rods 3. The next layer of fiber 2 is laid 

on top and similarly pressed by rods 3. This is repeated until the structure is fully loaded. The last layer is 

pressed by the lid to the hexagonal surface 4.  

    In order to reduce the internal stress of the dry reinforcing material during installation, it is molded in 

such a way as to tightly contact the hexagonal surface. This happens until the snap-in is fully loaded. The 

structure is closed with side covers and sealed, then a binder is fed into it under pressure, which impregnates 

the fibers.  

 



 
 
 

Раздел 3. Технологические процессы и материалы 
 

 393 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Scheme of manufacturing a honeycomb filler from PCM by the RTM method: 

1 – structure body; 2 – hexagonal rod; 3 – a container with a binder; 4 – locking device; 5 – zone of impregnation 

of dry reinforcing material with a binder; 6 –reservoir for excess binder 

 

Рис. 1. Схема изготовления сотового заполнителя из ПКМ методом RTM: 

1 – корпус конструкции; 2 – гексагональный стержень; 3 – емкость со связующим; 4 – запорное устройство;  

5 – зона пропитки сухого армирующего материала связующим; 6 – ёмкость для излишек связующего 
 

 

 
 

Fig. 2. Laying scheme for dry reinforcing material: 

1, 4 – hexagonal surfaces; 2 – reinforcing material; 3 – hexagonal rods 

 

Рис. 2. Схема укладки сухого армирующего материала: 

1, 4 – шестигранные поверхности; 2 – армирующий материал; 3 – гексагональные стержни 
 

 

For the production of a prototype of a honeycomb filler, technological equipment was designed and con-

structed (Fig. 3), which consists of a body, side covers and a set of hexagonal rods (inserts). The design of 

the equipment should ensure:  

1) rigidity and strength; 

     2) hermitisation the internal cavity; 

     3) anti-adhesive properties.  

    The snap-in was made on a «Hercules 2018» 3D printer. Printing material: PETG plastic. Nozzle diam-

eter 0.5 mm. Layer height 0.15 mm.  

The following materials were selected for the prototype of the honeycomb filler:  

– reinforcing material - glass fabric T-11 (GOST 19170-2001); 
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– binders – epoxy resin ED-20 (GOST 10587–84) with cold hardening agent ETAL-45 (TU 2257-045-

18826195-01).  

The technological process of manufacturing a prototype consists of the following stages: 

Application of a layer of release wax to the tooling to ensure anti-adhesive properties. 

Cutting out the reinforcing material. 

Laying reinforcing material into the body of the tooling with pressure with hexagonal rods. 

Installation of the top and two side covers. 

Rig-in sealing. 

Connection of a vacuum system for supplying epoxy resin to the tooling. 

Preparing the resin and feeding it under pressure into the structure. 

Polymerization time of the resin in the rig-in (24 hours). 

Removal of the honeycomb block from the tooling structure. 

Processing on a grinding machine to remove excess resin from the ends of the product. 

Removing the hex rods from the honeycomb block, finishing. 

As a result, a prototype of a honeycomb filler was manufactured (Fig. 4), which confirms the realizability 

of the technology. 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 3. Technological rig-in: 

1 – tooling body; 2 – top cover; 3 – side cover; 4 – hexagonal rod; 5 – side bar 

 

Рис. 3. Технологическая оснастка: 

1 – корпус оснастки; 2 – верхняя крышка; 3 – боковая крышка;   

4 – гексагональный стержень; 5 – боковой стержень 
 

  

       
 

 

Fig. 4. PCM honeycomb filler:  

a – model; b – prototype 
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Рис. 4. Сотовый заполнитель из ПКМ: 

а – модель; б – опытный образец 

 

The characteristics of the prototype are presented in the table. The mass of the prototype is 45.03 g; the 

volume mass is 220 kg/m3. 

The characteristics of the prototype 
 

The Characteristics  The prototype 

Cell Form Hexagon 

HF Size 

- length, mm 

- width, mm 

- height, mm 

 

73 

70 

40 

Cell size 8 

Weight, g 45,03 

Volume, m3 2·10–4 

Bulk weight, kg / m3 220,15 

Filler weight, g 21,834 

Volume fraction of the filler, % 38 

 

Conclusion 

The results of the work show that the proposed method can be used to produce honeycomb fillers not only 

with a hexagonal cell, but also with many different variations of shapes. The shape and size of the cell will 

depend only on the shape and size of the insert. When using the technology of stretching a cellular package, 

it is impossible to achieve this. 

It is also possible to produce honeycomb fillers with different curvature and install embedded elements at 

the molding stage, thereby not gluing them into the finished detail. 

As a result, the  technology for manufacturing cellular fillers from polymer composite materials by the 

RTM method is developed. This method can be adapted for the mass production of industrial products. 
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